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Paper-based questionnaire: you can access the online questionnaire at: corkfolklore.org

Please read the information sheet with this questionnaire first, and keep it for future reference. We will get a physical copy of your questionnaire to you as soon as we can, when our offices are open. All information such as your address or phone number will be used by our office only, and not passed on to anyone else.

Instructions: After reading the information sheet, please answer the numbered questions on separate sheets of paper, using the question number to let us know which question you are answering. Please write your name and the date of writing on that paper. You don’t need to answer all the questions, and we’re interested in anything you have to say, even if there’s no specific question that asks about it. Then please fill out the questions on page 2, and sign the sheet. If your entry isn’t collected, you can post it to us if you wish (address below). If you have any questions about the process, you can call us at 087 2951106.

Q. 1: STAGES.  Can you briefly describe various stages in your understanding of what was/is happening with the Coronavirus (COVID-19) worldwide and at home, and your reaction to it? How do you feel that this process unfolded with others?

Q. 2: EVERYDAY ROUTINE.  How has your everyday routine been affected? What is it like to work/study, either remotely or on-site? You might make a general list of your everyday activities. What's your relationship with news media? Then another side of things: what about rituals like birthdays, funerals?

Q. 3: GROUPS.  Have you noticed how the experience differs for different kinds of people (e.g. different age or occupational groups, household make-up, location (locally or worldwide))? Can you describe any particular group/s which are facing up to different challenges or opportunities? Can you think of any conversations that you have had or things that you have noticed that illustrate this? Or anything else along these lines.

Q 4: WAYS WE TALK.  Note how we talk about these times, either online or offline. Have new terms or phrases come into use to describe activities, phases and people? How do people refer to the future? Have you heard jokes, stories, rumours that you can note down here or describe, however briefly? What kinds of remote or visual communication has happened (e.g. objects in windows, drive-by greetings)? How have greetings changed? What is it like to live without the normal levels of personal contact? Or anything else along these lines.

Q. 5: COMMUNITY RESPONSE.  Describe any events you have witnessed or heard of that capture your community’s response to the virus (example: shopping, a conversation with friends, a local or national initiative). Please specify in each case whether this was witnessed by you first-hand. Any examples of things that make you happy or annoy you? What comments do you have on Ireland's (and/or other countries') response in general?

Q. 6: THOUGHTS AND PREOCCUPATIONS.  What do you find yourself thinking about recently?

Q 7:  SIMILARITY TO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE.  Past respondents have told us that these times are sparking memories of past pandemics, such as Spanish Flu or polio. If you have such memories, either of experiencing them first hand, or of hearing family stories about them, we’d like to hear about it in detail. Other accounts of similarities in your life are also welcome.

Q 8: CHALLENGES AND COPING. What kinds of challenges are you facing, and how are you coping with them?

Q. 9: THE FUTURE.   How do you think this event has affected society as it is? How might it affect the shape of society in the future?

Q. 10: IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE THAT SPRINGS TO MIND?  Are there themes that we didn't cover? Do you have comments on the questionnaire? All observations are welcome!

Q. 11: IN A NUTSHELL.  Can you sum up the impact that this experience has had on you or your community? Do you have any messages for future readers of the Chronicles of COVID-19? Long or short, polished or off-the-cuff, we are interested in your thoughts.

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FOLLOWING ON THIS FORM AND RETURN IT:

Your address: Please PRINT your address, so that we can send a copy to you later.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your occupation, if any: ______________________________

Are you happy for your name to be associated with your contribution? (please tick)
YES          						NO	



If you answered 'no' to the last question, how should we refer to you? Please enter your preferred choice (e.g., first name only, initials, description such as ‘a plumber from Cork city’, a nickname).  _____________________________________________________________

DECLARATION: I agree to deposit my submission in the Cork Folklore Project Archives, and am fully aware that the content (not including my contact details) will be available, at the discretion of the Cork Folklore Project, as a public research resource. I assign to the Cork Folklore Project all copyright in my contribution for use in any and all media. (*Remember that you can withdraw your submission for up to two weeks after receiving your copy.)

Your full name, printed:  	__________________________Your age: _______________

Your signature: 		__________________________ Date: __________________

Phone number:		_________________	Email address: ____________________

Do you give Cork Folklore Project permission to contact you with updates on our activities?
YES						NO	
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Thank you from the Cork Folklore Project! You have added your voice and experiences to hundreds around the country, and your experiences will ‘go down in history’
Chronicles of COVID-19: Cork Folklore Project’s All-Ireland Collection

Information sheet: this sheet is for you to keep.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, life is changing rapidly. Help us to document the sights, the sounds, the everyday actions, the thoughts and the conversations around us, so that our community has a record of these times that will last in a way that (for example) social media posts do not. 

The Cork Folklore Project, a community-based oral history archive (www.corkfolklore.org), is carrying out a COVID-19 Collection initiative on a range of online and real-life platforms. We can’t carry out face-to-face interviews in the current circumstances, but we invite you to add your voice and personal accounts to this record. Our aim is that you and future generations can access the experiences of these days through descriptions of our daily routines, preoccupations, jokes and stories. We are interested also in the experiences of those who can’t access this questionnaire, and would be grateful to you to report for others, in your own or a separate submission, whether that be on an individual or group level.

Our 11-question survey should take 20-30 minutes to fill out, and also collects some biographical details. The online version is at: https://forms.gle/ifov9id9qvcG2VLs9

Your Chronicle 

Please write as informally as you like. We want to hear anecdotes, jokes, observations, and images and phrases that have stuck with you. Answers are not required to all questions, and anything that occurs to you is relevant and interesting for our collection. We have a lot of suggestions in each section, and apologies for that; just respond to the ones that resonate with you.

We would love to receive reports on the experiences, comments and views of your children and elders, your sister who is supermarket staff or a doctor, your friend who had the virus, and anyone else who might not be in a position to fill out the questionnaire.

All of this is valuable to us, and will provide a real insight into how this was experienced by us as individuals, as families and as communities for generations to come. Please remember that the following questions are merely suggestions – the aim is just to get you thinking  and anything that occurs to you will be welcome. Recounting an event or describing a scene is a great way to bring detail to a submission: there is no need to have polished observations, as simple description is just as valuable as a record of the times. Don’t worry about spelling or grammar, we just want to hear your story.

Let us answer some questions that you may have.

Is this just for Cork people? No: this is an all-Ireland project.

What is the timeline on this questionnaire?
It is open-ended. Even if you want to fill it out after restrictions are lifted, or if you find your filled-out questionnaire then, we’ll be interested in receiving it.

What is covered in the survey?
We welcome any descriptions of everyday life during this pandemic. We invite you to note your observations on a range of areas, including personal and community responses. 
We wish to document what people are doing and saying, in as concrete a way as possible.
Remember, however, that you are contributing to a permanent public resource, and please exercise caution in terms of naming individuals or including material that you would not like to see shared.

Will my name be associated with the material?
We credit each contribution with the contributor’s name in public outputs, unless you tick the option at the end of the questionnaire to provide us with another way to refer to you.

What if I change my mind about the submission?
You can withdraw at any point before returning the questionnaire. For up to two weeks after we post your copy back to you, you can withdraw your submission, or request restricted access to parts of it, by contacting us at covid19chronicles@corkfolklore.org or writing to us. As an archive, we are always available to discuss any concerns that you might have in the longer-term future, and we operate a system whereby restrictions on access can be imposed on archival material.

What will happen to my contribution?
Your contribution will be deposited in the Cork Folklore Project Archives as a permanent resource for research. Elements of it will be shared by us in print, online and through successor technologies (for example, in an online ‘Chronicles of COVID-19’ exhibition and in our online catalogue). Information on how we process your contact details – which will be held securely and not shared with anyone – is available in our Privacy Policy (http://corkfolklore.org/privacy-policy/ and below). 
To learn about how we process the material that you deposit with us, please visit our Information for Contributors (http://corkfolklore.org/information-for-contributors/) and Transparency Notice - Collection Materials (http://corkfolklore.org/transparency-notice/) 

We are available to answer any other questions that you may have by email or 087 2951106.

For immediate support, about anything that may be worrying you, please call Samaritans’ 24-hour helpline: 116 123.

This study has received approval from the University College Cork Social Research Ethics Board, and is supported by Béaloideas/Folklore and Ethnology, University College, Cork.

Cork Folklore Project Privacy Policy
The Cork Folklore Project respects your right to privacy and takes full measures to ensure the privacy rights of those who share information with the archive are preserved in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) introduced in May 2018. Any personal contact information that you provide voluntarily when contacting us directly – via email, telephone, post, or in person – regarding research or general enquiries is not made available outside the Cork Folklore Project. Your email address and any other contact information will be held securely and not shared with anyone, unless the Cork Folklore Project is obligated to do so for legal purposes, such as demonstrating a valid Agreement. Information that you deposit with the Cork Folklore Project will be made available (subject to your agreement) through the Cork Folklore Project to researchers, academics and other members of the public who access our archive. We will keep this data in perpetuity, so as to preserve the culture and history of Cork, Munster and Ireland, and inform the research of future generations. 
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Cork Folklore Project, North Cathedral Visitor Centre, North Cathedral, Roman Street, Cork.
021 4228110, covid19chronicles@corkfolklore.org, corkfolklore.org.
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