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[ [ Wrs P. Elelly of Ballinlough remembers the tradition of Cork

[ I people decorating windows of their homes on Feast Days

I I with flewwrers, candles, holy pictures and statues.

! : She writes: “There is an old row of cottages in Ballinlough

0 [ Ed. on the Southside whose occupants keep this custom

( I alive. In thiz neighbourly way they celebrated Corpus Christi

e e s = R e L R e e R e R L this June of the Millennium Jubilee Year. [ have enclosed a

photo for you as a record of this event.”
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varieties of wood in the making of furnitire. The oval table,
writing desk and davenport in the library are good examples
of inlaid Killarney Furniture, often called “MMuckrose Abbey
Furniture” because nearly all the pieces include a view of
neatby Muckross Abbey. During the 19t and early 20t cen-
turies the woods of yew, holly and arbutus were used locally
to produce this inlay wotk.

In the main hall the Herbert family coat of arms is carved on
the largest of the three sideboards which stands against the
end wall These richly carved figures and motifs of hounds,
fish and hare reflect the pastimes of the estate owners. It is
recorded in 1884 that the Muckross forest was let for 2,000
pounds, and the sport of deer stalking became so popular
that the lessor was able to lease the stalking rights for consid-
erable sums. Trophies of the hunt adorn the walls, each bear-
ing an inscription detailing the weight of the animal, the date
and name of the person who shot him. In pride of place over
the chimney-piece are antlers of the Great Irish Elk, a species
which became extinct over 10,000 years ago.

The rooms we vizsited were the dinning room, library, drawing
room, and main hall which doubled up as a ballroom. You
also have a billiard room, gentleman's dressing room, bath-
room, the south bedroom and the children's staircase. The
views ate beautiful to the back of the house, overlocking the
lakes and mountains. The large windows allowed mazimum
light into rooms and were a necessity at a time before electric-
ity exizted. [tems such as Chinese prints and Venctian Glass
were brought back from trips abroad. There was also a
teapoy, a circular wooden box where the tea was kept under
lock and key in the drawing room, under the supervision of
the lady of the house. Tea was such an expensive item that
the servants would bring the boiling water to her in the draw-
ing room, where the tea would then be brewed before being
served up.

OfF the family portraits, one, also in the drawing room, is said
to be a copy of a portrait of Catherine, Countess of Des-
mond.  According to legend, she survived to the ripe old age
of at least one hundred and forty. This meant she lived
through the reign of seven British monarchs and had been
alive for part of the reigns of two more. Mary Herbert was
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estate was prepared for the wisit; she stayed only two days.
One of these preparatory works was a fire escape.  The
queen was so afraid of fire that she would only sleep on the
ground floor and the fire escape led from her window into
the walled garden - it was used in later years by the gardeners
delivering flowers .

In its heyday, the basement and kitchen area would have
been a hive of activity, today it houses folk-life exhibits.
These itemns illustrate the many aspects of the lifestyles and
crafts of the people
“upstairs”, flagstones cover the basement floors where light

In contrast to wooden floors

from two large windows in the kitchen highlight the sheen
on the polished stone and the copper cooking pots hung
alongside the range.

Copper ore was mined over four thousand years ago at Ross
Island. In other parts of Klillarney INational Fark you can see
standing stones, fulachta fiadh, a stone circle and ringforts
from the early Christian Period. A promontory fort on
Drundag Point is suggested by the presence of a souterrain
and possible fortifications. A monastery, Innisfallen on an
izland in Lough Leane is beliewved to have been founded by
Faithliu in the 74 century. The historic “Annals of Innis-
fallen” were completed here between the 12th and 14t cen-
turies. To the north, the monastic site of Aghadoe was
founded arcund the same time.

In the afternoon we saw the traditional farms depicting the
lives of the tenants on the estate. To a great extent the lives
of country people were ruled by the natural world around
themn. Each secason brought its own set of activitics in the
house, in the farmyard and on the land. These activities
were governed by the weather and the requirements of the
animals and the crops. The majority of our group grew up
in citiss and towns and so hawve little experience of farms,
especially in the pre-clectricity era. In Munster a holding of
twenty acres constituted a small farm; that is a dwelling
house with cuthouses attached to it - close by was the la-
bourer’s cottage.
and tillage and of couwse chickens and maybe geese. Then
we moved on to the medium size farm, one of forty to fifty
acres. ‘The large farmhouse with over fifty acres was com-

Farming was mixed, with some dairying






















































